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FiveHelpfulTipsForBibleInterpretation

1.Payattentiontocontext.

ItiskeytonotethatnoverseofScripturehasalifeofitsown.Youmustdrawthelifeofsame

from whatcamebefore(theantecedenttext)andwhatcameafter(thesuccedenttext).In

understandingaverseoftheBible,readtheversesthatprecededitandthosethatfollowed.

Remember,theBiblewasoriginallywrittenscriptiocontinuai.ewithoutspaces,punctuations,

distinguishedlettercases,chaptersandverses(excepttheBookofPsalms).Chaptersand

verseswereintroducedaroundthe13thand14thcenturyrespectively.Thisimpliesthatthe

booksoftheBibleweremeanttobereadASAWHOLE.

Hence,New Testamentquotationsfrom theOldTestamentwerereferredtothus,"Forthe

Scripturesays"(seethefollowing:Rom.10:11,Rom.11:12,1Tim.5:18,Rom.9:17,John7:38,

John7:42,1Peter2:6,Matthew 21:42,Gal.3:8,Luke4:21).Nochapternorverseinparticular

couldbecitedastheywerenotreadilyavailableatthetimebutwereintroducedmuchlater.So,

theoriginalusersoftheHolyScripturesreadthem asacompositewholeinordertomake

completesenseofthem.Thisway,theerrorofisolatedinterpretationswasavoided.Wemust

takeprecedencefrom thisstyleofreadingaswellifwearetobesoundexegetesoftheBible.

b)Contextualusageofwordsiskey.

Forexample,"spirit"doesnotrefertotheSpiritofGod(theHolySpirit)EVERYWHEREinthe

Bible.Suchpresumptioncouldbeghastlyassometimes,theword"spirit"inBiblereferredto

man'sspirit,sometimesdemons,sometimesangels,sometimesutterance,dependingontheir

individualcontexts.Learntoobservehowwordswereusedinaparticularportionanddon'tfall

intothetrapofovergeneralization."Agape"isnottheloveofGod,neitheris"zoe"referringtothe

lifeofGodEVERYWHEREintheBible.Also,theusageofwords(especiallyverbs)changebased

onthemorphologyinwhichtheyappearinvariouspassages.Itisalwayskeytopayattentionto

thetenses,moods,voices,numbersandgendersinwhichtheyareused.

Averygoodexampleofthisisseenin2Timothy3:13



2Timothy3:13

13Butevilmenandimpostorswillgrowworseandworse,deceivingandbeingdeceived.

TheSAMEGreekverbisusedforboth"deceiving"and"beingdeceived"intheoriginaltext.Itis

theword"planaó"whichmeans"toleadastray,intoerrororsin."Thisisinreferencetoheretic

teachersincontext.

Now,thesamewordisusedbutwithCOMPLETELYdifferenttenses.Thefirstoccurrence

("deceiving")isinthepresentactiveparticiple.Theactivevoicedenotesthatthesubject(evil

men)areperformingtheaction,hence,itistranslated"deceiving"(referringtowhattheydoto

othermen).

Thesecondoccurrence("beingdeceived")appearsmorphologicallyinthepresentpassive

participle.ThepassivevoicemeansthatdeceitisbeingdoneONthem.Theyaretherecipients

inthiscase,beingdeceivedofthedevil(see2Corin.4:3-4,Ephesians2:1-3&1John5:19).Now,

observethis:sameword"planaó"("deceive")usedTWICEinthesameversebutbothtimes

bearingtwocompletelyoppositemeanings!Hence,payingattentiontohow wordsareused

individuallyindifferentpassagesoftheBibleisverykey.

2Avoidproof-texting.

Makingscripturessaywhattheyarenotsayinginordertosuityourownpreconceivednotions

andideologies.TheBibleALREADYhasitsownthoughts,ourjobissimplytoRECEIVEsame.

Twomannersofreadingexist.Thefirstisknownaseisegesis.Itliterallymeans"todraw in,"

denotingthereaderorcommentatorimputinghisownpresuppositions,agendas,orbiasesinto

andontothetextbeingexamined.Itisreadingintothetext&makingitsaywhatitisn't.The

secondisknownasexegesiswhichliterallymeans"toleadout."Thisreferstoacritical

exposition,interpretationandexplanationofatext.Inthiscase,youletthetextspeakforitself.

Youreceiveitsinformationbeingpresentedtoyou.Thisispainstakingassomanyfactors

(suchasthehistorical,literaryorgrammaticalanalysisofthetext)areputtogethertoensure

accuracyin interpretation and understanding.The Bible mustALWAYS be exegeted.An

eisegesisalwaysrobsBiblicaltextsoftheirpurity.



3.Bewareofbuildingdoctrineonfigurativeexpressions.

NotEVERYstatementorsentenceintheBibleistobetakenliterally.Somearemetaphoric&

mustbeunderstoodconnotatively.Forexample,"water"inJohn7:37-39wasusedfiguratively

fortheSpirit,Jesuscallinghisdisciplesthe"saltandlightoftheworld"(Matthew5:13-16)etc.

WatchoutformetaphoricalindicatorsinBiblicaltexts(e.gas,like,asunto,suchas,likeasof,

lookedlike,likenedto,wasasetc).Theyhelpyouknowwhenafigureofspeechisabouttobe

used.

4.Lawofdoublemention/Corroborativeevidence.

BibledoctrineCANNOTbebuiltonjustoneverseofScripture.ItmusthaveitsfoundationinAT

LEASTtwootherScriptureswhicharewellexplainedwithintheirownindividualcontexts.Thisis

verykeyasitaffordstheopportunitytohavetheFULLideaofwhattheBiblesaysonvarious

subjectsinasystematicmanner(Matthew 18:16,Deuteronomy17:6,Deuteronomy19:15,2

Corinthians13:1,1Timothy5:19,Hebrews10:28).

b)Emphaticmention.

BiblicalsubjectscanalsobeunderstoodwithinasingulartextONLYIFtheyareEXHAUSTIVELY

explainedthere.Forexample,thesubjectoftonguesin1Corinthians14.

5.Audiencerelevance.

NotEVERYTHINGintheBiblewaswrittenwiththebelieverinmind.SomewerewrittentoIsrael,

some made references to unbelievers.Know which is written TO you and don'tadopt

EVERYTHINGinScriptureasreferringtoyoutoday.Remember,theBiblewaswrittenFORyou,

butnotEVERYTHINGthereinwaswrittenTOyou.

b)Ahugehistorical,linguistic&culturalgapexistsbetweentheinitialencoders(writers)of

Scripture,thedirectdecoders(readers)inthatdayandage&themoderndaydecoderstoday.

WhileTruthremainsconsistentregardlessofcontemporarychangesandevolution,specialized

terminologies mustbe understood astheywere bythe originalusers.Forexample,the

Hebraisticterminology"flowingwithmilkandhoney"usedinreferencetothePromisedLand

(Exodus3:8)mustneverbeviewedliterally.Itisanidiomaticexpressiondenotingabundance.It

isnotliteral.



"Dazzle"(verb)or"dazzling"(adjective)isapropertyofverybrightandoverwhelminglight—the

sortthattakesyourattentionoffeverythingelse andhasyougazingwithawe.Forus,Christ

JesusisthatLight(John8:12,2Corin.4:3-6,Rev.21:23)&itisallaboutHim!Inaworldfullof

somuchdarkness,welivetorevealtheknowledgeofChristtoallmen&lightthem upwithHis

revelation.

Wedosobygettingthem saved,filledwiththeHolyGhost,meetingtheirneedsviathepowerof

God&gettingthem togrowintheGospelofHisGrace.ThisistheDazzlemission.Thisiswhat

Godcalledustodo&weareconvincedaboutthesame.Weenvisionignoranceandspiritual

blindnessdispelledandmenineverypartoftheworldfullofthegloriouslightfoundinthe

knowledgeofChrist.
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